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purely speculative value attached to the name, but this has
only a very slight basis unless the original holder of the family
name is not more than three or four generations away (when
its average contribution will be 12-5% or 6-25%, and halving
at each remove). Sometimes the speculative value may be
enhanced, as when the number of females entitled to this kind
of family name is small ; the rarity factor, however, may even
then be due to undesirable traits, such as low fertility. But
occasionally the favour of a family name has encouraged breeders
to undertake some linebreeding, using fairly closely related
sires on females with the family name ; when this has happened,
it is the linebreeding that confers some additional worth.
Another distinction must also be made. There is no
general connection between what is commonly covered by the
term " blood line " and the genetic meanings of strain, family,
or line. In fact, "blood line" may have different meanings
in different contexts. In some, it may be useful if it refers to
a specific concept, such as when it is used in the sense of either
kind of family; but even here it does not usually imply close
genetic relationship. In others, it is too indefinite to have any
real significance, as when it includes distant ancestors in any
consideration of pedigree. It can be grossly misleading when
it suggests some degree, usually a high one, of prepotency.
In this last connection it is often used with reference to the
so-called " outstanding sire lines", and completely neglects
the fact that prepotency is a property of characteristics, not of
individual animals (p. 87). However, " blood line " is some-
times a convenient term to convey a general picture of ancestry,
provided that the persons using it are familiar with the ancestry
concerned and the mating systems followed, and are prepared
to give a pinch of genetic salt to any conclusions drawn from it.